
SOCIOLOGY INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENT- 
Directions:  You will select one of the movies provided on the list below, and use it to respond to 
the following: 
 

1. Write a movie review- please provide a synopsis of the movie, describe the main conflict, 
connect the content of the movie to our class discussions, discuss the main characters 
and their internal struggles, and include your opinion. (1-2 pages) 
 

1. A research paper- Each of these movies focuses on a topic we’ve already discussed in 
class. Respond to the following prompt: What is the focus of your movie, and how does it 
portray the FUNCTIONS of the topic? (If the focus is group dynamic, I would explain 
group dynamic and discuss the  connection between how people interact, cliques, group 
conformity, etc.). (2-4 pages) 

a. Please demonstrate a deeper understanding of the topic by including in your 
paper: an explanation of the topic, and the function of your topic. Use multiple 
resources to research more information about your topic.  
 

2. A PowerPoint- You may want to include a brief explanation of the topic, including visuals, 
and you may want to relate it to the video as well.  

a. Ex of Group Dynamic- 1st slide explains group dynamic, 2nd slide explains how 
group dynamic influences our daily lives, 3rd slide connects ideas of group 
dynamic as researched to the movie, 4th slide has images. (Think 4-6 slides, and 
include resources) 

 
 
**As this assignment is voluntary, you may take some creative liberty with your presentation of 
the information.Ultimately the goal is to utilize film to help you analyze the content we have been 
exploring in class this semester, and to inspire a deeper understanding and appreciation for the 
content of your selection. ** 
 
 
Culture- 

1. Life of Pi- A young man who survives a disaster at sea is hurtled into an epic journey of 
adventure and discovery. While cast away, he forms an unexpected connection with 
another survivor: a fearsome Bengal tiger. (Also touches on socialization) PG 
 

2. Coco- aspiring musician Miguel, confronted with his family's ancestral ban on music, 
enters the Land of the Dead to find his great-great-grandfather, a legendary singer. PG 
 

Group Dynamic- 
1. Mean girls-Teenage Cady Heron (Lindsay Lohan) was educated in Africa by her scientist 

parents. When her family moves to the suburbs of Illinois, Cady finally gets to experience 



public school and gets a quick primer on the cruel, tacit laws of popularity that divide her 
fellow students into tightly knit cliques. She unwittingly finds herself in the good graces of 
an elite group of cool students dubbed "the Plastics," but Cady soon realizes how her 
shallow group of new friends earned this nickname. PG 13 
 

2. Breakfast Club- Five high school students from different walks of life endure a Saturday 
detention under a power-hungry principal (Paul Gleason). The disparate group includes 
rebel John (Judd Nelson), princess Claire (Molly Ringwald), outcast Allison (Ally 
Sheedy), brainy Brian (Anthony Michael Hall) and Andrew (Emilio Estevez), the jock. 
Each has a chance to tell his or her story, making the others see them a little differently 
-- and when the day ends, they question whether school will ever be the same. Rated R 

 
 
 
Poverty and homelessness-  

1. Blind Side-  Michael Oher (Quinton Aaron), a homeless black teen, has drifted in and out 
of the school system for years. Then Leigh Anne Tuohy (Sandra Bullock) and her 
husband, Sean (Tim McGraw), take him in. The Tuohys eventually become Michael's 
legal guardians, transforming both his life and theirs. Michael's tremendous size and 
protective instincts make him a formidable force on the gridiron, and with help from his 
new family and devoted tutor, he realizes his potential as a student and football player. 
Rated PG 13 
 

2. Pursuit of Happiness- Life is a struggle for single father Chris Gardner (Will Smith). 
Evicted from their apartment, he and his young son (Jaden Christopher Syre Smith) find 
themselves alone with no place to go. Even though Chris eventually lands a job as an 
intern at a prestigious brokerage firm, the position pays no money. The pair must live in 
shelters and endure many hardships, but Chris refuses to give in to despair as he 
struggles to create a better life for himself and his son. PG 13 

 
 

3. Dead Poets Society- A new English teacher, John Keating (Robin Williams), is 
introduced to an all-boys preparatory school that is known for its ancient traditions and 
high standards. He uses unorthodox methods to reach out to his students, who face 
enormous pressures from their parents and the school. With Keating's help, students 
Neil Perry (Robert Sean Leonard), Todd Anderson (Ethan Hawke) and others learn to 
break out of their shells, pursue their dreams and seize the day. PG 

 
 
 
 


